Moving Guide

Local and long distance moves are a huge undertaking and there’s no need to do it alone! At Best-Movers.com, we’ll help find the best moving companies available to assist with any long-distance move.

Use our moving guide to ensure that your interstate move goes as smoothly as possible.

Timeline for a Smooth Move

1. Start by planning way in advance

Local / Long-distance moves are costly and time consuming so making sure that all your bases are covered will be key. Take stock of how big your move is and make sure you realistically have enough money saved. Costs for boxes, supplies and moving company expenses all add up. 

It’s also important to be mentally prepared as well. It’s likely that you’ll hit a few roadblocks along the way, so being aware of this from the get-go will be beneficial. 

2. Tackle the packing process early

Don’t procrastinate! Start packing as soon as possible. It’s easy to underestimate how much stuff you really have and leaving this step to the last minute will be a huge mistake. 

Getting organized, downsizing by donating and selling items, and staying on top of things will prove helpful in the future so you aren’t scrambling in the final days leading to your local / long-distance move.

3. Hire a moving company

The great thing about Best-Movers.com is that we do a lot of your research for you. When transferring everything you own to another state or even across the country, hiring quality and reliable services should be a top priority. You can rest assured that by using our help, we’ll present you with trustworthy and reputable local / long-distance moving companies to choose from. 

Set a budget for how much you’re willing to spend on a moving company and use our free tool to estimate the cost for your particular requirements. There are all different kinds of interstate movers, too. Some full service moving companies include everything, even helping you pack. While others allow you to pack up and unload the truck yourself.

To save some money, you’ll want to consider the timing of your move. The beginning and end of the month will be the most expensive time to move local / long distance. If possible, moving mid-month could be beneficial and being flexible with your dates could relieve some stress in case you run into inclement weather.

4. Declare legal residency in new state

Moving long-distance is a little different than local moves. Check with the state you’re moving to on the steps for transferring residency. Be sure to get that lined up before you move in case there are steps that must be completed in your current state.

Packing Tips

1. Start slowly

When packing, it’s best to start with the things you don’t use every day, like seasonal items, books, and décor. As your move date approaches, you can begin to pack up even more while setting aside the essentials for the last week or two. 

Try tackling one room at a time. Label every box as you go, both on top and on all sides in case a spot gets covered from stacking. The packing process can be overwhelming so it will be important to take your time and diligently keep everything in order.

2. Take some time to downsize

As you’ll see from searching through Best-Movers.com, most cross-country moving companies will charge by weight or volume. This is why it will be essential to downsize as much as possible before the big move.

Sell, donate, or throw out anything you haven’t used in the last six months. Not only will you be lessening your load to help cut moving costs (and hassle), it’s also the opportunity to start anew and move into your new home with only the things you really need. 

When it comes to food, cleaning supplies, and other replaceable items, do your best to use everything up completely as it won’t be worth it to move them. For example, planning out your meals to use up everything in your pantry and doing your best to ration your cleaning supplies without needing to buy more will all be things to think about and plan for.

3. Consider packing services

If packing is just too much for you, Best-Movers.com can help you find packing services, too. By comparing prices and services ahead of time, it’ll be so much easier to choose the best option for your upcoming interstate move. 

Once you’ve found your local / long-distance moving company with Best-Movers.com, you’ll want to make it easier for them to help you pack, load, and move. Unplugging electronics, disassembling as much as you can, and staying as organized as possible will make for a quick and painless moving experience. 

Loading the truck

If you opt to load the moving truck yourself, it will be good to keep a few things in mind. Make a list of everything that needs to fit and once you begin, load the biggest and heaviest items first. These will be things like appliances and furniture. 

Pack your items as tightly as possible so that there’s less opportunity for things to shift around and potentially break. For cross-country moves that’s even more important as there will be a long way to go and it’s key to ensure that everything gets from point A to point B in one piece. 

Enjoy the process

Do your best to have fun with the process. Turn the packing process into quality family time or invite some friends over with promises of pizza and laughs. As stressful as moving can be, it’s also exciting and can be enjoyable. 

Don’t Forget About Your Old Place

Just because it’s exciting to be heading out to your new home, that doesn’t mean neglecting your old place is a good idea. 

1. Repair anything that needs fixing

If you’re selling your current home, your real estate agent will be overjoyed that those cracks in the tile and leaks in the roof are things of the past. Plus, you’re bound to get a higher offer on a home that’s in the best condition possible. 

If you’re a renter, getting your old place into tip-top shape will ensure the return of your security deposit and any extra cash throughout your interstate move will be essential. 

2. Keep it clean

When living somewhere for years, it’s normal that the place wouldn’t be sparkling clean. Hiring a cleaning service after moving out is an important step that’s not to be forgotten. Just like with taking care of repairs, your realtor and landlord will be very happy campers.

3. Forward mail and cancel utilities

Remember to forward your mail to the new address and cancel your utility services like cable and water. Avoid missing bills or other important mail and of course, you won’t want to get charged for a water and electricity that you aren’t using. There’s nothing worse than added stress during a cross-country move so make sure this is taken care of. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]Local / long-distance move is a massive undertaking which requires experienced movers that you know you can trust. That’s why Best-Movers.com focuses solely on local / long-distance moves, providing you a choice of only the best and most highly qualified local and cross country moving companies. 

We give you the opportunity to compare prices and services while giving you peace of mind that every option has already been vetted and will be a quality choice, no matter what. Don’t waste another single moment searching through the endless list of movers near me because here at Best-Movers.com, we’ve got you covered.
